
LEARN TO SPEAK LIKE SHAKESPEARE 
 

THEE = = THOU = = THY = = THINE = = YE 
 

NEVER use you except when addressing someone superior to you~~such as the Queen or a noble!  In Elizabethan 

times, such a mistake might have cost you your head!! 

Thou is used instead of you as the subject in a sentence: 

          THOU ART A KNAVE!          (You are no good!) 

Thee is used instead of you as the object in a sentence: 

           I SHALT GIVE IT TO THEE.       (I shall give it to you.) 

Thy is used instead of the word your:  thy house, thy dog, thy book. 

Thine is used before words beginning with a vowel:  thine apple. 

Ye is used instead of saying all of you:  Ye all shalt come. 

 

CONTRACTIONS 
 

Some of our contractions that we use today are don’t and won’t and can’t. 

The Elizabethans had some different ones that we no longer use; 

here are some of them: 

Tis- It is  T’would-  It would  T’will-  It will  Is’t-  Is it 

 



day brained (dumb)      greasy tallow (slick) 

dried cow’s tongue (disgusting)    knave (dishonest) 

clamperton (dummy)      rapscallion (rascal) 

prattler (phony)      shandy (empty – headed) 

a pox on thee (I hope you get smallpox!)   snudge (spoilsport, cheapskate) 

 

abbey blubber


